Education Benefits for Survivors ’ )

As a Surviving spouse or child, you can use benefits from multiple
sources to continue your education. Benefits may cover the costs of
tuition, fees, books, supplies and even living expenses.

Who provides = The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Eu“ '3

education = Veteran service organizations (VSOs) and other non-profit

organizations. Y
benefits for o . _— C/*”

= State governments, including public colleges and universities.

i ?
Survivors? = Individual schools, colleges and universities.
VA VA educational benefits can be used for business, technical or vocational
. programs; certification tests; apprenticeships and on-the-job training; tutorial
Education assistance and work-study programs, as well as programs in colleges and
Benefits universities.
VA benefits for all surviving DEA or Fry Scholarship?
spouses and children A Surviving child whose par-
Dependents’ Educational Assistance (DEA) ent died before August 1, 2011,
may use both the Fry Scholarship
and DEA, one program at a time.
Combined benefits can fund up to 81
months of education.
— ) A child whose parent died after July
31,2011, and Surviving spouses wid-
owed on or after September 11, 2001,
Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship must make an irrevocable decision of
(Fry Scholarship) which benefit (DEA or Fry) they wish

to receive

The age A comparison chart for Survivors with
limitation is both DEA and Fry Scholarship eligi-
rgml‘é"ggc';;?: bility is located on the VA website.
eligible after The web address is included in the
January 1, 2013. Links list below.

. ] . . To receive VA educational benefits,
Some Survivors may qualify for Ve?erans Edqcatmnal_Asswtance you must attend a VA-approved
Progr_am (VE_AP) or Montgomery Gl Bill (MGIB), lfthe.serylce member school. Listings are continuously up-
participated in those programs, or the Post-9/11 GI-Bill, if the service

> : i dated. Verify your school’s eligibility
member transferred benefits to a spouse and/or child before their death. | /. funding at the web address includ-

Although surviving spouses do not have a time limit with which to use | ed in the Links list on the next page.
their benefits, they will lose eligibility for this benefit upon remarriage.

Surviving children must use benefits before age 26. Other restrictions
may apply. MORE ON NEXT PAGE
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Veteran Service Non-Profit

Organizations Organizations

Many veteran and military service Your Navy Gold Star coordina-
organizations (VSOs, MSOs) award tor's Resource Guide lists many
scholarships to Surviving children scholarships offered by non-profit
and/or spouses. A list of VSOs can organizations. Contact your Navy
be found in the Links list below. Gold Star coordinator.

State Education Benefits

Your state may have educational programs for military Survivors
to supplement federal benefits. See the Links list below.

Scholarships at
Individual Schools, For more information on the G
Colleges and Navy Gold Star Program...
Universities

www.NavyGoldStar.com
Scholarship assistancg for Survivprs .of deceased service www.facebook.com/NavyGoldStar
members may be available from individual schools, col-
leges and universities. Assistance may be need-based. 1-888-509-8759
Contact the school’s financial aid/assistance office. Find
contact information in the Links list below
LI N KS @ DEA: https://www.va.gov/education/survivor-dependent-benefits/dependents-education-assistance/.
to More @ Fry Scholarship: https://www.va.gov/education/survivor-dependent-benefits/fry-scholarship/.
Information... @) DEA/Fry Comparison: www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/survivor_dependent assistance.asp.

@ VEAP: www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/veap.asp.

@ MGIB: www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/montgomery_bill.asp.

@ Post-9/11 Gl Bill: www.benefits.va.gov/GIBILL/post911 _transfer.asp.
@ VA-Approved Schools: www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/school_locator.asp.
@ VSOs/MSOs: https://www.va.gov/vso.

@ State Education Benefits: www.military.com/education/money-for-school/state-
veteran-benefits.html or https://www?2.ed.gov/about/contacts/state/index.html

Schools, Colleges and Universities: https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/find-
scholarships.aspx and the Department of Education’s College Navigator site: https://
nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/.
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